unless it be renewed.' And touching what you say,
that you will exile your adversaries, that seems to
me much against reason and out of all measure, con-
sidering how they have placed themselves within
your power. And it is written that 'He deserves to
lose his privilege who abuses and misuses the might
and the power that are given to him/ And I submit
that, even if you might impose upon them that pain
by right and by law, which I think that you could
not, I say that you might not be able to put it into
execution, by some chance, and then were you as
likely to fall again into war as you were before.
Therefore, if you would have men render you obedi-
ence, you must judge more courteously, that is to
say, you must give more easy sentences. For it is writ-
ten that 'He who most courteously commands, men
most readily obey.' Therefore I pray you that in this
need you contrive to conquer your own heart. For
Seneca says: 'He that overcomes his own heart, con-
quers twice/ And Tullius says: 'There is nothing so
commendable in a great lord as when he is kindly
and meek and easily satisfied/ And I pray you that
you will forgo your vengeance in this manner, in or-
der that your good name may be kept and preserved;
and that men may have cause and reason to praise
you for pity and for mercy, and that you yourself
shall not have cause to repent for what you have
done. For Seneca says: 'He conquers but evilly who
repents of his victory/ Wherefore, I pray you, let
there be mercy in your mind and in your heart, to
the end that God Almighty may have mercy upon
you at His last judgment. For Saint James says in his
Epistle: Tor he shall have judgment without mercy,
who hath showed no mercy/ "
When Melibee had heard the great arguments and
reasons of Dame Prudence, and her wise information
and teaching, his heart began to incline toward the
desire o£ his wife, considering her true intent; and
he conformed his will to hers and assented fully to

